Dramatic reading of Acts 14:8-20





Cast::	Two Readers


Style:	In the manner of a news reader going live a reporter at the scene





Newsreader:	And now on tonight’s news we go live to Lystra to talk with our veteran reporter Randy Headphone. 





Randy: 	You join me live on the rough ground just outside of Lystra’s wall. The rocks around me are spattered with blood of the apostle Paul. His crime was simply to have helped a crippled man.  The situation turned ugly just after 4pm and Paul’s alleged attackers left him for dead at this very spot.





Newsreader: Randy, what do we know of the circumstances that led to this attack?





Randy:	 Well we’re still piecing together the exact facts but it would seem that early this morning that Paul and his colleague Barnabas were preaching in the city. A man was allegedly healed and those who saw the event were so amazed that they though that the two followers of Jesus were actually Gods.





Newsreader:	Randy, sounds amazing story but how did trouble break out? An event like this should have had them rejoicing in streets of Lystra tonight.





Randy: 	Well after the protestations from Paul and his colleague, the locals began to calm down. But them some fundamentalist Jews appeared. They’ve had a reputation for trouble in the area. This group is believed to be linked to the infamous group who stoned another follower of Jesus last year.  The man called Stephen died from the injuries sustained. In this case they cleverly turned the crowd’s confusion into a belief that trickery was involved and quickly the situation swung against the apostles. Paul was subjected to an unprovoked attack and then dragged through streets and left here where I’m standing.





Newsreader:	Randy what is the mood on the streets of Lystra tonight?





Randy:  	It’s all peaceful at present. Paul and Barnabas are believed to have slipped out of town earlier this evening. They are rumoured to be heading for Derbe. The local authorities have detained some of the alleged troublemakers. We’ve just had an official statement from the Lystra police saying that a group of men from Antioch are helping them with their enquiries. Its been a sad day Christians and Jews alike. This is Randy Headphone, on the streets of Lystra handing you back to the studio. Goodnight. 


